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Meany Urges 


'To Stem Economic Decline 


Tax Revision 


Clean-up Defied: 


By Eugene 
Two factions of the Distillery, 


as a “clean-up” convention. 


Distillery Dispute » 
Goes to Convention 


bring their cases to the aftention of the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
in Atlantic City after riotous disorder ended what had been slated 


~@ 


Says Action 
By Reserve 


Partial Step 


A general reversal of the Ei- 
4. senhower Administration’s tight 
| money policy is needed to bolster 
the economy by increasing pur- 


A. Kelley 
Rectifying & Wine Workers will 


> 


. Led by Joseph D. O’Neill of Chicago, who resigned the presidency 


i 


| 


Meany Says! 
Bakers Will 
Get Hearing 


The Bakery Workers, sus- 
pended Nov. 15 when AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany declared 
they had failed to comply with an 
Executive Council clean-up direc- 
tive, will be granted a hearing be- 
fore an Appeals Committee and 
the AFL-CIO convention, Meany 
told its acting secretary-treasurer. 

Meany assured Peter H. Olson, 
elected as acting secretary-treasurer 
by the Bakery Workers executive 
board following ouster of Curtis B. 
. Sims, that the union would be noti- 
fied of a “time and place” for ap- 
pearance before an_Appeals Com- 
mittee at the Atlantic City conven- 
tion opening Dec. 5. 

A time “will also be desig- 
nated” for a representative of 
the Bakery Workers to give the 
“union’s side of the case,” in 
challenging the directive of the 
Executive Council, directly to the 
convention, Meany said. 

The AFL-CIO president gave 
these assurances in a Nov. 25 letter 
to Olson, replying to a letter of 
Nov. 15 asking a chance to discuss 
the directive with the Executive 
Council. 

(Continued on Page 8) 


the day before, the former officers 
stormed the convention platform 
and defied the AFL-CIO directives 
issued by Peter M. McGavin, the 
union monitor named by Pres. 
George Meany. 


Committee Formed 

When O’Neill and the others re- 
fused to leave the platform and the 
convention seemed within moments 
of a full-blown, fist-swinging riot, 
McGavin adjourned the convention. 
About half the delegates, most 
of them production workers, fol- 
lowed McGavin to another hall 
where they formed themselves into 
the Committee for Continued Affili- 
ation with John E. McKiernan of 
Louisville, Ky., as temporary chair- 
man. 
In the other hall, O'Neill, Sec.- | ROYAL VISITOR King Mohamed V of the young state of Mo- 
Treas. George J. Oneto of Union | rocco paid a 20-minute call at AFL-CIO headquarters. Showing 
City, N. J., and most of the for- | him the building are AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler 
mer officers ran a “convention” | (left) and Pres. George Meany (right). The king voiced apprecia- 
~in which the remaining delegates | tion for American labor’s friendship and support in his country’s 
re-elected most of the officials | fisht for independence. (See story Page 2.) 


U.S. Can Foot Bill 


For Arms, Welfare 


| 


scandals which have streaked the 

union since the disclosures of the 

Douglas Committee two years 

ago. 

Both factions will come to the 
AFL-CIO convention to present 
their cases. McGavin said he will 


report as monitor to the Executive 
Council prior to the convention on 
the flagrant defiance of the former 
officers. The union has been placed 
on a probationary status by the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council pend- 
ing a clean-up. : 
(Continued on Page 7) 


The rush for military and scientific achievement belatedly prompt- 
ed by two Russian sputniks circling the globe “must not start a lop- 


sided drive at the expense of the 


total well-being” of the economy 


and the people, the AFL-CIO Dept.‘ 
of Research declares in the current 
issue of its publication, Labor’s 
Economic Review. 

The nation is able to pay for 


1,200 AFL-CIO Delegates Head 


For Atlantic City Convention 


Delegates representing millions of American workers affiliated with AFL-CIO unions are head- 
ing toward Atlantic City, N. J., to deal with the paramount issue of keeping the American trade 
union movement free from corruption. At the second constitutional convention of the AFL-CIO and 


the departmental conventions pre-{ 
ceeding it, the delegates will ham- 
mer out basic policies to deal also 
with the problems posed by the 
current economic downturn, the 
threat, of hostile anti-labor legisla- 
tion, and the continuing threat to 
world peace and freedom posed by 
the Soviet Union. 


Sessions Open Dec, 5 
| The convention will open Dec. 5. 
It is scheduled to remain in session 


through Dec. 13 in the ballroom of 
the vast Convention Hall on At- 
lantic City’s famed boardwalk. 
About 1,200 delegates repre- 
senting the 136 AFL-CIO affiliates 
in good standing, state and local 
bodies and directly affiliated local 
unions are expected to attend the 
first convention since merger of the 
AFL-CIO on Dec. 5, 1955 in New 
York City. 
Four other affiliates that have 


been suspended by the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council will not be 
represented by accredited dele- 
gates. They are the Teamsters, 
Bakery Workers, Laundry Work- 
ers and Cleaning and Dye House 
Workers. The latter participated 
in an unauthorized merger with 
the Laundry Workers just before 
the LWIU was suspended. 
Two other unions on a proba- 


both an adequate defense and the 
expanding social services that can 
best be supplied by the federal gov- 
ernment, the review contends. 


Courage Lacking 

What is lacking, it maintains, is 
political courage and realism in the 
Eisenhower Administration, coupled 
with an overweening devotion to 
the belief that a balanced budget is 
the highest form of achievement a 
government can attain. 


“Now that national attention 
is focused on federal spending,” 
the department continues, “the 
American people must keep their 
eyes on its broad purpose. As we 
Strive to outdistance the Soviet in 
our military and scientific devel- 
opment,.we cannot afford *to 
ignore the need for continued 
improvement in our economic, 
social or cultural activities. 

“The cost is not our prime con- 
sideration. Adequate defense must 


chasing power, AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany declared. — 


“Consumer buying power 


should be strengthened by early 


adjustment of the federal tax 
structure to reduce the tax burden 
on the vast majority of American 
families in the low and middle 
income groups,” he explained. 
Urges Closing Loopholes 

“The personal income tax on 
consumers should be reduced, and 
if additional federal revenues are 
needed, they should be raised, as a 
first step, by closing tax loopholes 
that grant special privileges to 
wealthy families and corporations.” 

Meany’s declaration came as the 
“abor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics reported that the Consumer 
Price Index was unchanged in Octo- 
ber at 121.1—the first time in 14 
months that it had not shown an 
increase. Another report issued at 
the same time showed a drop in 
the buying power of factory work- 
ers resulting from a shortening of 
the work week. 
Meany said that the reduction 
from 3.5 to 3 percent in the dis- 
count rate by four federal reserve 
banks is “much-belated government 
recognition that national economic 
activities have turned down,” and 
also recognition that any increase 
in defense spending in the next few 
months will not be enough to re- 
verse the economic decline. 

“The federal reserve action is 
merely a partial step, as well as a 
belated one,” he maintained. 


(Continued on Page 8) 


Convention News © 
In Dec. 7-14 Issues 


A detailed account of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil’s report to the convention 
plus complete coverage of 
four departmental conven- 
tions will highlight the Dec. 7 
issue of the AFL-CIO News. 

The edition will contain 
also a report on the opening 
day of the AFL-CIO conven- 
tion and Executive recom- 
mendations to the conven- 
tion. The Dec. 14 edition 
will provide complete cover- 
age of the convention. : 

This 8-page edition of the 
News is necessitated by ad- 
vancing press day because of 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 


(Continued on Page 2) 


(Continued on Page 2) 
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Labor. Warns Against Drive 
To Slash Welfare Programs 


(Continued from Page 1) 
be balanced with necessary social 
development. To do less is to 
destroy the.core of American life.” 

The new look at federal spending 
growing out of the national shock 
at lagging defense demands not so 
much ap “agonizing reappraisal” as 
an “intelligent understanding” of 
what Uncle Sam’s expenditures 
mean, the review says. 

“It is time for the American peo- 
ple to recognize the dangers in em- 
Otional sloganeering about budget- 
slashing and to demand intelligent 
leadership from _ the Administra- 
tion,” it adds. * 

“It is time for the American peo- 
ple to consider what federal spend- 


' ing is, what it is for, and what ef- 


Convention 


Head For Atlantic City 


‘(Continued from Page 1) 
tionary status—-the Distillery Work- 
ers and the United Textile Workers 
—will have delegate representation 
at the convention. 


General Board 
To Meet Dec. 10 


A meeting of the General 
Board of the AFL-CIO will 
be held in connection with the 
AFL-CIO convention in At- 
lantic City. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and. Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler, in a call 
for the meeting, set the time 
for 2 p. m. Tuesday, Dec. 10, 
at the Ambassador Hotel. 

The General Board is made 
up of all members of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the AFL- 
CIO and the president, or oth- 
er principal officer, of each of 
the affiliated national or inter- 
national unions and each 
trade and industrial depart- 
ment. 

The AFL-CIO Constitution 
provides that the board “shall 
decide all policy questions re- 
ferred to it by the executive 
officers or by the Executive 
Council.” 


Furcolo Names 
Thompson to 
Edueation Post 


Boston—AFL-CIO Reg. 1 Dir. 
Hugh Thompson has been named 
by Gov. Foster Furcolo as one of 
the three representatives from 
Massachusetts on the New England 
Board of Higher Education. 

Thompson, the first labor of- 
ficial to be named to the group, 
which takes in the six New Eng- 
land states, succeeds Dr. Daniel 
L. Marsh, chancellor of Boston 
University. Dr. A. A. Hauck, 
president of the University of 
Maine, heads the board. 

The group was established by 
Congress in 1954, subject to rati- 
fication of the compact by all the 
states. Rhode Island was the sixth 
and last state to approve, in June. 

The board will work with New 
England’s 153 colleges and univer- 
sities to improve their educational 
facilities, conduct research into 
curricula, and coordinate place- 
ment of students. A recent deci- 
sion by the board will provide 
$2,500 to any medical school ac- 
cepting a New England student 
over its 1956 quota and $1,500 to 
dental schools. Massachusetts has 
already appropriated $100,000 to 
finance the board’s work. 


fects it has on the nation. 

“Federal spending is neither good 
nor bad in itself. Its value must be 
decided by answering some specific 
questions — direct questions un- 
clouded by vague threats or hazy 
promises about the ruin or salva- 
tion of America. 

“What is the purpose of federal 
spending? How does it relates to 
total output (gross national prod- 
uct)? What is the relationship be- 
tween government spending and 
non-government activity? Are fis- 
cal and monetary policies fair and 
adequate in the light of government 
expenditures?” © 

Federal spending is more than 
just an economic issue, the review 
asserts.’ 


Delegates 


Prior to the main convention 
there will be conventions of four 
AFL-CIO departments and the Intl. 
Labor Press Association. AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany is sched- 
uled to address all five meetings. 

Labor Sec. James P. ‘Mitchell, 
who is scheduled to address the 
AFL-CIO convention, will also ad- 
dress the sessions of the Building & 
Construction Trades Dept. and the 
Metal Trades Dept. 


Monumental Decisions 


Other announced speakers at the 
AFL-CIO convention include Sec. 
of Health, Education and Welfare 
Marion B. Folsom; Pres. Alfred M. 
Gruenther of the American Red 
Cross; and John S. Gleason, Jr., 
commander of the American Le- 
gion. 

The official call to the conven- 
tion signed by Meany and Sec.- 
‘Treas. William F. Schnitzler said 
the sessions “will face monumen- 
tal decisions at an hour of grave 
importance to the American trade 
union movement.” 


During the two years since the 
merger convention, the call noted, 
“the trade union movement has 
made steady progress at the col- 
lective bargaining table, in the leg- 


and in the communities and states 
of our nation. 


“Much of this progress can be 
traced to the greater strength and 
solidarity which are the by-prod- 
ucts of merger. As we all know, 
however, merger was not an auto- 
matic solution to the problems of 
America’s organized workers. 
Merger merely created a_ better 
trade union instrumentality through 
which we can work to meet these 
problems and others that will arise 


islative halls, in the political arena |. 


“We have the material and hu- 
man resources to meet our 
needs,” it goes on. “The issue is 
political.. Will an adequate per- 
tion of the nation’s material and 
human resources be used for de- 
fense, public service and social 
welfare programs? Will tax and 
monetary policies be fair and 
adequate for the task? Political 
decisions will answer these ques- - 
tions. 


“Defense lags and public service 
postponements were not caused by 
economic problems. These inade- 
quacies resulted from a lack of na- 
tional leadership. with the courage 
and imagination to meet the na- 
tion’s needs. 

“National and social purpose, not 
balance sheets, need first consider- 
ation.” 

The review labels as unrealistic 
the theory of turning over to the 
states federal aids in fields such as 
education, slum clearance, help for 
economically distressed commu- 
nities, resource conservation and 
development, hospitals, the needy, 
etc., and accuses the states’ righters 
who advocate such action of “sheer 
hypocrisy.” 

“National coordination and na- 
tional scope are necessary to meet 
national problems,” it declares. 
“They require federal spending. 
Only federal coordination and fed- 

eral outlays can help to meet some 
of the needs of today’s America.” 


Unmerged Groups 
Given Guest Status 


AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. Wil- 
liam F. Schnitzler has notified 
state and city central bodies — 
that “only those state and city 
bodies who have merged 
within the two-year time limit 
prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion or have received a new 
AFL-CIO charter will be 
seated as delegates” to the 
AFL-CIO convention in At- 
lantic City. 

In a letter to all unmerged 
groups Schnitzler wrote: 

“The Executive Committee 
of the AFL-CIO met on Nov. 
25 and took into considera- 
tion the contribution that has 
been made by the officers of 
all state and local central 
bodies and decided to invite 
| each unmerged state and lo- 
cal central body to send a rep- 
resentative of its respective 
body ‘to the convention who 
will be recognized as a guest 
of the convention without 
voice or vote.” 

Such representatives will be 
issued guest badges by the 
credentials committee. 


in the future.” 


the AFL-CIO. 


King of Morocco Visits 
AFL-CIO Building 


The King of Morocco has paid a state visit to headquarters of 


In a hectic 20-minute tour, King Mohammed V was greeted by 


Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler 
and a number of AFL-CIO vice 
presidents; studied the famous mo- 
saic mural in the headquarters lob- 
by; and visited the Executive Coun- 
cil chambers and Meany’s office. 

In brief interludes between pos- 
ing for a host of photographers, the 
king — who speaks no English — 
and Meany—who speaks neither 
French nor Arabic—managed to 
exchange words of mutual friend- 
ship and esteem through interpret- 
ers. 

Meany recalled later that the 


king voiced appreciation for the 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany,® 


AFL-CIO’s role of helpfulness to 
the young Moroccan state’s fight 
for independence. The king, Meany 
said, pointed out that unions in 
Morocco are free and are not un- 
der any form of government con- 
trol. 

The king, wearing a light brown 
cover-all coat and matching hat, 
with white slipper-like sandals on 
his feet, had placed the visit to the 
AFL-CIO offices on his request list. 

He is paying an official state 
visit to this country as the first of 
a series of meetings with many 
heads: of states and governments 


DO NOT OPEN UNTIL 
DEPRESSION 


Four Labor 


Economists 


Back U.S. Spending 


’ Government spending has had a beneficial efféct upon the nation’s 
economy, four labor economists told the subcommittee on fiscal 
policy of the Joint Economic Committee. Sharply differing with 


of Manufacturers and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, AFL-CIO 
Dir. of Research Stanley H. Rut- 
tenberg said that public understand- 
ing of the implications of federal 
spending “has been increasingly 
hampered by the barrage of emo- 
tional sloganeering of the two ma- 
jor business organizations and lack 
of leadership by the Administra- 
tion.” 

More Spending Possible 
Ruttenberg was one of four 
spokesmen for organized labor who 
testified before the subcommittee 
headed by Rep. Wilbur Mills (D- 
Ark.) which is studying the impact 
of federal fiscal policies on the 
economy. Each appeared on one 
of 15 different panels of econo- 
mists, whose views have been pub- 
lished as a Senate document of 
1,203 pages entitled “Federal Ex- 
penditure Policy for Economic 
Growth and Stability.” 

“It is sheer monsense to say 
that any rise in federal spending 
is a threat to our national well- 
being,” Ruttenberg contiued. “To 
meet the needs of national secur- 
ity and some of the needs of our 
growing population may well re- 
quire a rising level of federal 
expenditures.” ; 
-Under conditions existing today, 

he said, it is the “duty” of the fed- 
eral government to seek the adop- 
tion of adequate and fair monetary 
policies to meet our national needs, 
rather than to ignore defense and 
social necessities.” Declaring that 
“there is a positive economic role 
for government,” he cited defense, 
education, postal services, roads 
and conservation of natural re- 
sources among the functions that 
require outlays by government. 
Grants Will Increase 

Frank Fernbach, AFL-CIO econ- 
omist, predicted that federal grants 
to the states “inevitably will become 
larger, not smaller, in‘ the years 
ahead.” Only the federal govern- 
ment, he pointed out, “has sufficient 
means to secure an adequate and 
equitable tax contribution from the 
powerful private industrial, com- 
mercial and financial enterprises 
which dominate the American econ- 
omy today.” 

He charged that those who 


Clothing Workers 
Win 17-Day Strike 


" Mt. Pleasant, Tenn.—Two hun- 
dred employes of the Maury Mfg. 
Co., makers of sports shirts, ended 
their 17-day strike after manage- 
ment agreed to recognize the Cloth- 
ing Workers as bargaining agent 
and gave a 7.5 percent wage in- 


throughout the world. 


views of the National Association® 


want to end federal grants-in-aid 
“are fully aware that this trans- 
fer of the cost would accomplish 
substantial tax savings for 
wealthy corporations and individ- 
uals since the federal tax struc- 
ture, despite its imperfections, is 
essentially based on ability to pay 
in contrast to the regressive char- 
acter of state and local levies.” 

Boris Shishkin, secretary of the 
AFL-CIO Housing Committee, said 
that America can afford—“indeed 
we cannot afford not to go forward 
with”—programs for housing and 
urban redevelopment “which will 
meet the nation’s housing needs.” 
By undertaking them, he added, 
“we will also strengthen our econ- 
omy and improve the living condi- 
tions of all Americans.” 


Housing ‘Off the Track’ 

Shishkin charged that the present 
federal housing policy is “off the 
track” because the Administration 
has ignored the basic objectives set 
forth in the two most relevant laws 
—the Employment Act of 1946 and 
the Housing Act of 1949. 

Mrs. Katherine Ellickson, assist- 
ant director of the AFL-CIO Dept. 
of Social Security, described as 
“meager” the amount the federal 
government is spending on pro- 
grams for the development of “hu- 
man resources.” “So-called econ- 
omy” in trimming the budgets for 
this kind of government activity is 
“false economy,” she declared. 

“Like land, roads and turbines, 
human beings directly affect the 
size of our national output,” she 
said. “Their combined skills de- 
termine the rate of economic 
growth just as surely as do ac- 
cumulated capital, technology 
and natural wealth.” 


Withholding Tax 
Called Inequitable 


Princeton, N. J. — The 
American withholding tax . 
collection system “creates an - 
inequitable tax advantage for 
all types of income other than 
wages and salaries,” Peter 
Henle, AFL-CIO assistant di- 
rector of research, told the 
Tax Institute Symposium 


here. 
system 


“No withholding 
operates with regard to divi- | 
‘ dends, interest, or any other 
type of income. As a result, 
it is a fact that a far larger 
proportion of taxes are wrung 
from $1 of wages than any 
other type of income. Only 
a minute proportion of wage 
income is not reflected in tax 
returns compared to far high- 
er percentages for other in- 
come sources,” he declared. 


crease and other benefits. 


e x ; } } ees ) 3 P 
; | : Be = eee . 
= : Te 2 S 
& Af —— LD uP o>." \\ eae 
Po < 5 L 
re | | A cs VE 
oy WZ. D ; 
=: | Oe @PUBLIC SERVICES fe 
3 | ¢ HUMAN WE N 
oii. | DO 4 ¢ mPROVED icy = 
i, ! STANDARDS Ww 
— wy] DF EDUCATION fo 
a be \Y ce AND CULTURE : pa 
\ xe N Q o, 
5 bv ow CY HEH bo 
iss 2 (MA Sh & Nae Ju 
= | qos DIANA SC T | | re 
oe | wha? (4 &, <'% 
es WFP | im WAU AY S) a 
KAORI UR. : 
: 4 "a / 9 us = . t 
\3 ¢. y} hy [ g)) fo 
i) NI eae 
= N > 
/ re A RD . ' 
; oP |e / 
ee 3 i Fs 
ys 
eo | 
Lh > ‘ 
— ~ | ’ 
ONS ( 
i cil 
2 | Ui 
~ an 
- esi 
| to 
eff 
| os. ‘ to- 
i | sai 
a  mnenmnn fr 
lat 
aff 
‘ad Mi 
ae an 
- at 
. to 
j a 
& Ok 
24 | asi 
dg | to 
: | an 
. lat 
| ee 
: 
gg ge 
pee I 
ee 
a aaa ins 
sae | mi 
; | A. 
ae , 
sa | | ™ 
ee an 
; ne} 
| Lo 
50, 
re | Be 
tis ee be 
ae FC 
7 0 eee rie cae pe 
CV 
ate 
the 
j ‘ 
PSY PEST ESE AT STE OT pre 
eve 
' we 
ou! 
ior 
Wil 
| pu 
ext 
» bY 
gre 
fea 
a | es thr 
> 7 the 
3s, $ eabic RARE ce ‘eis 5 4 Row be ie 2 Bares” = Saar ee tek ter, ate eget ene * ate At LSS Se ae Fk Wee eS ve . ¥ “ti. ae § f ig Se eee ge ‘ » + Pita Me sd es By =n ae . % Fe see 3a * Petpet: ea Cee Mae 
CO te ck a fee PORTER: Shir Nuon 'e 22.8 URI DE octet eens, al, MNRAS Sec eS ee gs CM ig ee NC Nt ee Anke 7 
MORNE WARD 5ST Pa ce ge Nel | ENE CRIME Coe ERT Uy Meare GaN Caan GRR meet so Sa ST GR Se ORO a Nk Nena er inet eer eee 
Rarer Sate 5 | rete remes baer Bs: PRR Waa oo Gs ee eee: ee Beg ie 2: oo) a 7's, Gil (OUR AADAYS VES a amet) oti eS ea HOR dng Pg Ty Bets cert fet Orks he 
rT ae Sib ahh, Gren capa A aa tS. ati ac a NS Sie iN aan, 1 ce Pea Sicccc kook See ad es fae r re Re er tee tore tee eet ee a ial Bt ONE 


Byeae / 


+] 2 CRI on FA eh A PMS 
AFL-CIO. NEWS,, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, 


wry 2 
; w% 


Puerto Rico United: 


W. Virginia Labor | 


ner. 


Forces Forge Unity 


The first merged labor organization of the AFL-CIO outside the 
continental United States has been forged in Puerto Rico, while 
West Virginia labor has become the 33rd state organization in which 
former AFL and CIO groups have united under the AFL-CIO ban- 
The new Puerto Rican Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO, was 
born at a two-day convention in San® 


Juan. A total of 713 delegates, 
representing 332 local unions and 
16 international unions active in thé 
commonwealth, voted nearly unani- 
mous approval of the constitution 
for the new merged organization. 
Earlier, merger terms had been 


Ohio Labor 
United on 
‘Wreck’ Fight 


Columbus—The Ohio CIO Coun- 
cil, Ohio State Federation of Labor, 
United Mine Workers (unaffiliated) 
and the railway brotherhoods have 
- established a 12-member committee 
to watch developments concerning 
efforts to place a so-called “right- 
to-work” proposal on the state bal- 
lot. 


In a joint announcement after a 
meeting here, the four labor groups 
said that three members from each 
organization would act also as a 
“steering committee for organized 
labor” in regard to other proposals 
affecting the labor movement. 
Members of the committee will be 
announced at a later date. 

The meeting was called after 
the Ohio Chamber of Commerce, 
at its recent state convention, voted 
to consider the possibility of placing 
a “right-to-work” proposal on the 
Ohio ballot as an amendment to 
the state constitution. 

Speakers at the labor rally emph- 
asized that the most effective way 
to answer the Chamber’s plans is 
an all-out compaign by organized 
labor to get every union member 
registered to vote. 


Beirne Okays 
Bell System 


Insurance Plan 


Authorization to negotiate more 
than $1 billion worth of group life 
insurance has been issued by Com- 
munications Workers Pres. Joseph 
A. Beirne for Bell System tele- 
phone companies. 

Beirne said it was probably the 
largest group life insurance program 
ever entered into between a union 
and management. 

The authorization came after 
negotiations were concluded in St. 
Louis for a pilot program covering 
50,000 workers in the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. The talks had 
been in progress almost 11 months. 

Beirne immediately sent tele- 
grams to the presidents of every 
Bell System unit advising them that 
CWA is prepared to enter immedi- 
ately into similar agreements with 
their companies. 

While discussions of a group life 
program have been under way in 
every section of the country, talks 
were held up elsewhere pending the 
outcome of the St. Louis negotiat- 
ions. The Southwestern agreement 
will allow telephone workers to 
purchase group life insurance at 
extremely low rates made possible 
, by the size of the group. 

Beirne said the insurance pro- 
gram contains some very unusual 
features including protection for 
three months if a worker leaves 
the company or is on strike. 


approved at separate conventions 
called by Puerto Rican locals of 
each international union. Such ac- 
tion ended disagreements which 
had caused the postponement of 
three previously scheduled merger 
conventions. 
E : Stanley President 

West Virginia’s 80,000 members 
of AFL-CIO unions formed. the 
new West Virginia Labor Federa- 
tion, AFL-CIO. A day earlier, sep- 
arate conventions in Huntington, 
W. Va., of the former state federa- 
tion of labor and the former indus- 
trial union council ratified merger 
terms. The unit agreement had 
been worked out previously by a 
joint committee headed by Pres. 
E. A. Carter of the federation of 
labor and Pres. Oscar L. Davis of 
the industrial union council. 


President of the new West Vir- 


ginia organization fs Miles C. 
Stanley, former executive secre- 
tary-treasurer of the state CIO 
group. The former secretary- 
treasurer of the state federation, 
Benjamin W. Skeen, was elected 
to the same office in the new 
merged group. 

In addition, the following were 
elected vice presidents: Jennings 
Backhus, Charles R. Brewer, Davis, 
H. R. Godbey, Percy B. Henry, Vir- 
gil T. Holbert, Harry Howell, Rezin 
B. Hudkins, John Lambert, Noah 
Myers, William Parker, H. E. 
Richards, Jess T. Shumate and 
Rene V. Zabeau. 

Officers of the new Puerto Rican 
Federation are Pres. Hipolito Mar- 
cano, who was president of the 
former AFL federation; Armando 
Sanchez, first vice president; Al- 
berto Sanchez, secretary-treasurer, 
and 20 other vice presidents, nomi- 
nated by their respective interna- 
tional unions. 

The contributions by organized 
labor in Puerto Rico to the island’s 
progress were praised in separate 
speeches by Gov. Luis Munoz-Ma- 
rin, the presidents of the common- 
wealth senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, the Puerto Rican secre- 
tary of labor and the general man- 
ager of the Puerto Rican Develop- 
ment Commission. 


Charter Presented 

Presenting the charter to the 
West Virginia Labor Federation, 
R. J. Thomas, assistant to AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany, warned 
that the national economy will suf- 
fer if proposed legislation to curb 
corruption is extended to curb the 
labor movement. 

“There is increased need for 
extending the organization of 
workers,” Thomas said. A ‘soft- 
ening’ of the economy, without 
such organization, could mean 
that non-unionized plants might 
underbid unionized plants” and 
start national income downward. 

Thomas, noting that some state 
mergers have been delayed for the 
asserted reason that jurisdictional 
matters between unions might in- 
terfere, declared flatly that interna- 
tional unions rather than state fed- 
erations should settle these disputes. 

The convention approved resolu- 
tions calling for increased support 
to education, “modernization” of 
the workmen’s compensation law, 


increased unemployment compen- 
sation, and enactment of a state 
minimum wage and maximum 
Other resolutions  di- 


hours law. 
rected the executive board to form 
a community services committee 
and a committee on political edu- 
cation to carry forward the legisla- 
tive program. 


Journeyman Barber, 


Move to Capital 


will be moved to Washington, 
a referendum of the member- 
ship held Nov. 12 has de- 
cided, . 

A union official here said 
that the members voted by a 
ratio of four to one in favor 
of shifting headquarters from 
Indianapolis where they have 
been located since’ 1961, 
Plans and details of the move 
will be decided by the union’s 
general executive board, he 
added. 

The headquarters now em- 
ploys 168 and houses the 
brotherhood’s own ie 
punt. 


2 Southern 
GE Plants 


Vote Union 


Employes of two plants of the 
General Electric Corp. in the South 
have voted for union representa- 
tion by the Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers in separate elec- 
tions conducted by the National 
Labor Relations Board within a 
four-day” period. 

Both elections were won despite 
vigorous management efforts to de- 
feat the union. 

In Jonesboro, Ark., GE workers 
voted 183 for IVE to 112 for no 
union after the company had told 
the warkers that they would have 
to pay a high initiation fee if they 
joined the union and spread the 
message through supervisors that 
they would not get anything they 
do not already have by union rep- 
resentation. 

IUE countered both of these tac- 
tics by pledging, even before the 
company propaganda was issued, 
that there would be no initiation 
fee for all workers who joined the 
union before a specified date. In 
addition, a number of workers from 
other GE plants in the South where 
IUE holds contracts visited Jones- 
boro and told the workers of the 
many benefits they have gained 
under local settlements made by 
the union. 

At GE’s industry control plant 
in Roanoke, Va., workers cast 676 
ballots for TUE and 369 for no 
union. Steelworkers and other 
union members in the Roanoke 
area helped the IUE organizing 
campaign, an official of the union 
said. 

The company, in its pre-election 
issue of the plant shop paper, The 
GE Reporter, had told its employes 
that “because of their nature, 
unions can only justify dues and 
strikes in a climate of distrust, fric- 
tion and suspicion. Therefore in 
trying to organize a plant every 
effort is made to twist mutual trust 
and satisfaction into distrust and 
dissatisfaction.” 


MISS UNION SECRETARY, just selected by the five judges in the 
nationwide contest sponsored by Remington Rand, is Mrs. Kathleen 
Kinnick who works for the California State Council of Lumber and 
Sawmill Workers, AFL-CIO, in San Francisco. Among 16 runners- 
up receiving Honorable Mention Awards is Hilda Julbe of the AFL- 
CIO Dept. of Publicity. 


Anti-Discrimination 


Plan Adopted By IUE 


Detroit — Delegates to the 


Electrical, Radio & Machine 


Workers semi-annual Civil Rights Conference here have ap- 
proved a five-point anti-discrimination program which calls for: 


1—No discrimination in local 
unions. 

2—No discrimination in lay- 
offs, hiring or promotions. 

3—A _ non-discrimination 
clause in all TUE contracts. 


4—FEstablishment of an active 
civil rights committee in every 
local. 


5—Cooperation of the TUE 
with other civil rights groups. 


Other resolutions approved at 
the two-day conference, which drew 
a record attendance of delegates, 
condemned employers’ use of race- 
hate propaganda to defeat union 
organizing campaigns, condemned 
“right-to-work” laws as discrimina- 
tory, and called for increased aid 
to the American Indian. 


Non-Union Beauty Shops 
Target of Barbers Drive 


Indianapolis — The Barbers and Beauticians Intl. Union has 


launched an educational campaign to raise standards among hair- 


dressers and cosmetologists and organize the non-union beauty shops. 


In the December issue of the‘ 
Hairdresser 
and Cosmetologist; the union re- 
ports “almost unbelievable” prog- 
ress in organizing hairdressers 
around the country. 


The campaign is tied to a com- 


>. 
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taking place in cities across the 
nation. 

The union, under the leadership 
of Pres. William C. Birthright, also 
an AFL-CIO vice president, created 
a separate department for hairdress- 


plete visual education program and 
public relations plan that includes 
films for postgraduate training of 
proprietors and employes in eco- 
nomic-structure and shop manage- 
ment, salemanship, personal and 


ers and their associates 29 years ago 
and issued the first union beauty 
shop card. A number of attempts 
to expand organziation in this area 
were made but the most, successful 


family health and welfare and a 


host of other subjects. 


Live demonstrations of the ad- 


was intiated in January of this year. 

The international union has been 
active, as part of the campaign, in 
securing state legislation beneficial 


vantages of using unionized hair- 
dressers and cosmetologists are 


to the beauty trade directly and 
indirectly. 


IUE Pres. James B. Carey, com- 
menting on the new Civil Rights 
Commission appointed by Pres. Ei- ° 
senhower, declared that “the com- 
mission has to prove itself; we 
shall wait and see what it does and 
what it doesn’t do.” 

In his keynote address, Carey 
stressed, however, that the new 
commission has both a right and 
“a definite obligation, a moral and 
ethical obligation if not one spelled 
out specifically in the law” to in- 
vestigate what Carey termed race 
warfare which employers in the 
South have started to wage against 
unions. 

Citing a number of cases 
where employers have used race- 
hate propaganda against the TUE 
in election campaigns, Carey said: 
“I believe it is completely within 
the purview, within the jurisdic- 
tion of this federal Civil Rights 
Commission to investigate this 
kind of racial war against labor. 
For what organized labor is fac- 
ing in this new kind of war by 
employers is a whole series of 
violations of civil rights, a large 
variety of denials of democratic 
liberties. : 

“We insist, therefore, that this 
commission has the duty to inquire 
into all instances of labor-manage- 
ment relations in which manage- 
ment has denied or helped others 
deny the, full enjoyment of civil — 
rights and democratie liberties by 
American workers.” 


REGION 4 MOVES 

AFL-CIO Reg. 4 has moved to 
new quarters at 309, North Charles 
street, Baltimore 2, Md. 

Dir. Oliver W. Singleton re- 
ported the new phone number is 
Plaza 2-1502. 
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A Speedy Recovery! __.. 
HE LATEST illness of Pres. Eisenhower has come-as a shock 
to the entire nation. The AFL-CIO, together with every other 
group in the country, hopes his illness will be short and his recovery 
quick and complete. — . ; 


Recession: Officially Here 


ACK LAST AUGUST, the AFL-CIO Executive Council]. 


adopted a statement warning that the country’s economy 
stood on the verge of a recession. The council urged some positive 
steps by the Administration to avert such a downturn. 

For a while, the business community applied a “‘hush-hush” 
policy to the situation. But then the economic facts became so 
obvious they could not easily be swept under the rug. 

As the AFL-CIO News has noted, for example, industrial 
production dropped during October; personal income also dropped 
in October, for the second straight month; and employment so 
far this autumn has failed to “show the normal upturn.” | 

In lowering the rediscount rate, a number of the Federal Reserve 
Banks have given official notice that the situation which led the 
Administration mistakenly to adopt a “tight money” program has 
drastically changed. The Federal Reserve Banks’ action paves the 
way for easier bank credit and looser money. 

That will certainly make life easier for prospective home-buyers, 
for instance, and for small businessmen. But as the depression of 
the 1930’s proved, monkeying with the interest rates isn’t the whole 
answer, by any means, to keeping America’s economy stable. , 

What is still needed is recognition that governmental economy 
isn’t the end-all and be-all of our economic goals. - 

We need programs that will permit consumers to buy the 
products of American industry and agriculture—and we need 
programs to insure that the people in the lowest income brackets 
have a chance to share in the nation’s wealth. 


Labor Press Milestone 


AN ORGANIZATION that has proven increasingly effective 
during the past two years in raising the status of the labor 
press, is holding its convention Dec. 2-4. 

The Intl. Labor Press Assn.—formed in 1955 through the merger 
of former AFL and CIO editors’ Zroups—has worked sincerely and 


devotedly to raise the standards and the status of the trade union 


movement’s own publications. 

ILPA has done its work well—both in fighting the racketeers 
who prey on businessmen for shake-down advertising; and in the 
affirmative task of making labor papers more informative and 
more readable. . 


Nothing But Trouble 


A NEWSPAPER reporter in Washington gripés that all he has 
been doing for months is covering the McClellan Committee 
and the space rocket developments. 

He complains: “It’s just a constant round of muscles and rackets 
and missiles and rockets.” 
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‘Wait Till I Get The 


4 
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Howard Fast, a leading literary star in the Com- 
munist constellation for many years, has broken away 
—and written an angry, emotional book about his 
experiences. - 


“The Naked God” is almost a first impression, 
after his break with Communist tyranny, bureaucracy 
and stupidity. As a result, it includes a good many 
contradictions and propositions that do not yet seem 
to be fully thought out. Nevertheless, Fast, always 
an able writer, has given valuable insight into tyran- 
nies, petty and big. 

He tells of his difficulties, over a period of many 
years, with the top leaders of the American Com- 
munist Party—a band of narrow-minded, jealous 
zealots interested far more in their personal political 
stakes in the Communist bureaucracy than in the 
needs of the country and its people. 


Because his books were widely printed-in Russia 
and other Communist countries, Fast’s writing indi- 
cates he had a certain amount of protection from 
the jealousies of the American Communist leadership. 


Nevertheless, he found himself sorely beset by 
events behind the Iron Curtain: the execution of 
Jewish writers in Russia; the fears and doubts 
voiced by many satellite diplomats to him in private 
conversations; the frustration of what Fast stille — 
sees as “the idealism” of the rank-and-file of the 
American Communists, 


Fast tells of the close personal friendships which 
he built up with a number of leading Russian writers. 
During a conversation in New York with one such 
Russian, Fast and others expressed their worry about 
the rumored execution of a Russian Jewish writer. 

But the Americans were assured by the Russian 
that the man in question was well, was living in the 
same apartment house with him, had finished one 
project, and was turning to another piece of literary 
work, : 

Later, Fast discovered that the whole story was a 
lie—that the writer about whom he had asked ques- 
tions had long since been imprisoned, tortured and 
executed. Furthermore, Fast’s “friend” knew all the 
facts at the time of the conversation in New York. 

In a moving section of the book, Fast condemns 
the naked, ugly god of communism and mourns the 
dishonesty that communism has injected into men 
like his former literary friends from Russia. 

Still emerging from the Communist twilight, Fast 
still maintains some value distortions left over from 
his years of association. : 

Fast, always a master of the English language, 
writes well and excitingly. It is to be hoped that he 
will quickly progress toward the democratic ideals of 


Jefferson and Lincola—figures who had an early in- 


Howard Fast, Leading Literary Star 
Of Communists, Breaks With Party 


fluence on his thinking and whose heritage he mis- 
takenly thought he could serve by adhering to the 
principles of “The Naked God” of Communist total- 
itarianism.— HCF. 
“The Naked God” by Howard Fast, Frederick 
A. Praeger, Inc., New. York. $3.50. 


Twain Revealed 
As Friend of Labor 


A newly discovered document has revealed Mark 
Twain to be not only one of America’s greatest hu- 
morists but also an early and staunch friend of or- 
ganized labor. 


The document was recently discovered among the 
Mark Twain papers at the University of California 
and is published for the first time in the September 
1957 issue of the New England Quarterly, an his- 
torical review of New England life and letters. Pre- 
viously the article, entitled “The New Dynasty,” had 
been mentioned only through a brief reference in a 
biography of Mark Twain. 

Distrusted Capitalists 

Mark Twain read his paper to the Monday Evening 
Club of Hartford, Conn., on Mar. 2, 1886. The 
club consisted of Hartford business and professional 
men. 

In “The New Dynasty,” Twain expresses sharply 
his distrust for the powerful capitalists of the post- 
Civil War period and of the exploitation of man by 
man through the centuries. 


In the paper, he expresses optimistic belief that 


the rise of American labor will bring about new con- . 


ditions to improve ‘the lot of the average working 
man. 

Twain was tremendously. moved by an incident 
at a Senate Committee hearing on copyright legisla- 
tion which had been held in January 1886. At that 
hearing, in addition to prominent authors of the day, 
appeared Pres. James Welsh, of the Philadelphia 
Typographical Union. 


Faith in Labor 

Welsh supported this legislation and claimed the 
support of the “four to five million” members of 
the Knights of Labor—a considerable exaggeration 
over the Knights’ actual membership of about 750,000 
members, suet A 

Twain, although a rich man, had always voiced 
faith in his writings in the underdog; and in the 
Knights of Labor, he saw ‘dé movement that he felt 
would bring salvation to humanity and the brother- 
hood of working people everywhere. 
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es. Eisenhower’s latest illness is merely a short-term mischance. 
ot the least of our problems is the absence of machinery for an 


derly transfer, except by an unprecedented resignation, os the] | 


owers and duties of the presidential office. 

The public may assume that the physicians are corréct in sug- 
esting a relatively rapid recovery, after only “several weeks” of 
est and reduced “activity.” But these next several weeks and 
yonths are precisely the ones that are the most critical for the 

isenhower Administration. 

Vice Pres. Nixon cannot adequately assume “some” of the 
President’s authority, as Sen. Bridges suggested, so that a signifi- 
cant NATO conference can take place. He cannot make signifi- 
cant decisions on what scientific secrets we exchange with our 
allies, how much we spend on what type of defense, and how the 
people shall be rallied to revitalize the reciprocal-trade and mutual 
security. programs now under severe attack. 

No vice president under our system, exercising “some” leader- 

ip either by his own assumption or by delegation, can commit the 
xecutive Department’s prestige and energies. 

Nixon cannot make binding commitments to the legislative leaders 
n Dec. 3. He cannot make demands on them with the promise 
f a total and continuing catry-through. He cannot talk to our 
llies as a President can. 

The forms can be executed. Meetings can continue to gather. 
ut the form will not be the substance. The government will be 
“fengaged in a holding operation until a President capable of full 

intellectual and physical activity takes command. 

x * * 

THE SYMPATHIES OF THE PEOPLE go naturally to the man 
fin the White House, stricken with his third» major-illness in two 
and a half years. It is relatively unimportant that once again, for 
a period, the physicians failed to report the facts candidly. 

The 1955 coronary thrombosis was first called a “digestive” 


occlusion of 1957, which in any one else would have been labeled 
a stroke, was reported as a “chill” for fully 24 hours after the 
doctors knew that a speech impairment was involved. 

The facts were finally stated in regard to the President’s physical 
condition. The men in office were reluctant to speak openly about 
the political facts—the certain period of drift and uncertainty at a 
time when vigor and decisiveness were imperative, 

xk*k 

PRES. EISENHOWER TOLD THE PEOPLE last year when 
he announced he would seek a second term that he would report 
to them frankly if he reached the conclusion that his health did}. 
not allow him to execute his duties in the full sense. 

His Administration made recommendations to Congress for a 
system, defined by statute, through which a decision could be 
reached that a constitutional “inability” existed in the elected 
President so that the office would pass to the Vice President. 

Members of Congress advanced their own plans. But in the 
end nothing was done. The vacuum existing throughout our his- 
tory was left unfilled. 

What must be hoped for, at least, is an extraordinary swift and 
complete recovery for the President, with a consciousness on his 
part that very large expenditures of concentrated energy certainly 
will be required of his office to mount the program he had just 
begun to develop after the Soviets shocked our people—and the 
White House itself out of complacency. 


THIS UNION LABEL of the Intl. Alliance of Bill Posters, Billers 
and Distributors of the United States and-Canada signifies that all 
types of posting, billing and distribution of advertising material, from 
the big highway billboards to handbills, is being performed by mem- 
bers of this organization, © 


THE COUNTRY IS BADLY SERVED by any pretense that], 


upset. The ileitis of 1956 was termed a “belly ache.” The cerebral 
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A SMILING WELCOME to America was given Mayor Chaim Levanon (second from left) of Tel 
Aviv, Israel, on a visit to Philadelphia, by labor-supported. Mayor Richardson Dilworth (left) and 
Pres. Joseph A. McDonough and Sec.-Treas. Earl C. Bohr (right) of the Pennsylavnia Federation of 


Labor. 


O’Sullivan Workers Get Turkey 


Dinners Despite 18-Month Strike 


Winchester, Va.—Two hundred and fifty families of strikers against the O’Sullivan Rubber Corp. 
here didn’t miss their traditional Thanksgiving turkey dinners afterall, although their walkout against 


the nation’s “No. 1 heel” manufacturer is now 18 months old. 
berries, sweet potatoes, corn, peas,® 


“Complete” turkey dinners, with cran- 


and many other items down to 
pumpkins and pie crusts ready to 


‘Meany Rules 
In Favor of 


Radio Guild 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
has ruled in favor of the Radio & 
Television Directors Guild in its 
dispute with the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcast Employes & 
Technicians over interpretation of 
their respective contracts with the 
National Broadcasting Co. televi- 
sion network. - 

The issue in dispute was whether 
in certain types of television shows 
the program directors, who are 
members of RTDG, could issue 
production directions, as distin- 
guished from- technical directions, 
to members of the technical crews. 
The latter are members of NABET 
which contended that only the tech- 
nical director could issue instruc- 
tions to the technical crew on any 
type of television show. 

Meany held that the issue “must 
be resolved in favor of RTDG” and 
declared, “I am confident that this 
decision will be accepted and car- 
ried out in good faith by both 
NABET and RTDG.” Both unions 
had agreed to accept and abide by 
his decision. 


New Radio 
Series Made 
Available 


“What We Can Expect From the 
Second: Session of the 85th Con- 
gress.” 


That will be the subject of dis- 
cussion by Reps. John McCormack, 
Democratic leader, and GOP lead- 
er Joe Martin, in the first program 
of a new AFL-CIO public service 
series, Washington Report to the 
People. 

Washington Report, carried over 
200 radio stations, will present in- 
terviews of Washington senators 
and representatives on the progress 
or lack of progress made on issues 
of major public importance. They 
will comment also on the Presi- 
dent’s State of the Union message 
and specific legislative recommen- 
dations. 

Central bodies and locals, who 
are interested in placing programs 
in their areas, are asked to contact 
emu aio, ‘Wiekiagion 6, 


bake, were distributed in the War 
Memorial Bldg. here to strikers se- 
lected by the relief committee of 


Rubber Workers Local 511. 


“The dinners were complete — 
with all the trimmings,” John 
House, URW field representative, 
said. 

It took six hours to distribute the 
special food donation—all of it con- 


Marine Engineers 
Join Trades Dept. 


The Marine Engineers have ap- 
plied for membership in the AFL- 
CIO Maritime Trades Dept. MTD 
Pres. Paul Hall said the move was 
“highly significant” since MEBA is 
the first former CIO maritime un- 
ion to affiliate with the department. 

“The MEBA action,” Hall added, 
“is concrete evidence that close co- 
operation and mutual assistance are 
possible among maritime unions 
within the framework of the 
merged labor movement.” 


tributed by local AFL-CIO unions 
in Baltimore, Md., and Washington, 
D. C., as evidence of their continu- 
ing support of Local 511 in its 
strike. ! 

The. Thanksgiving dinners were 
assembled at the suggestion of Oliv- 
er Singleton, AFL-CIO: regional di- 
rector for Region IV, and their col- 
lection and distribution coordinated 
by Russell Taylor of the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Organization. 

- Contributions came from Meat 
Cutters Locals 149 and 162, Balti- 
more, and 555, Washington; Retail 
Clerks Baltimore Local 692 and 
D. €.-Locals 639A. and 1501; and 
Steelworkers Locals 2609 and 2610, 
Bakers Local 68 and Brewery 
Workers Local 10, all of Baltimore. 

Contributions from the Retail 
Clerks alone amounted to 500 full 
shopping bags of groceries — two 
far every family. 

Meanwhile, according to House, 
there has been absolutely no change 
in the strike situation with the com- 
pany still stubbornly fighting the 
union, 


WELCOME TO UNITED NATIONS was given Pres. Willi Richter 


(left) and Treas. Kurt Stuehler (right). of the German Federation of . 


Trade Unions by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, who is a member 
of the U.S. delegation to the UN General Assembly. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER: 30, 1957 ° 


CALIFORNIA CIO LEADERS, State Council’ Pres. Manuel Dias, left, and Sec.-Treas. John A. 
Despol, right, welcome guest speaker Richard T. Leonard to the convention of the California State 
CIO. Leonard is assistant to the president of the AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept., Walter P. Reu- 


ther. 


Discussion of merger with the state AFL and plans for political action against the threat of a 
state “right-to-work” law backed by Sen. William F. Knowland (R) were convention highlights. 


N. J. CIO Council Instructs 
Officers to Complete Merger 


Atlantic City—The 15th and last constitutional convention of the New Jersey CIO Council 
has instructed its officers “to make every effort to complete a merger in New Jersey” based 
upon “basic principles” before the Dec. 5 deadline. A resolution spelled out these principlés as follow: 


1—The program of political © 


action developed by the CIO 
council must be continued. 

2—Programs of legislation, 
education, civil rights and- com- 
munity services must be con- 
tinued. 2 

3 — Officers, the executive 
board and conventions of the 


merged organization must re- . 


‘ flect equal representation from 
both the AFL and CIO. 
4—Sufficient funds should be 
derived from a per capita tax 
structure, paid from the full 
membership of every affiliated 
local union, to enable the merged 
organization to provide services 
the workers require. 
The merger resolution, adopted 
unanimously, asserted the CIO 
council’s desire to see all New Jer- 


Labor Health 


Group Extends} 


Membership 


Cleveland—The men who oper- 
ate union-sponsored health centers 
broadened the membership base of 
their organization and changed its 
name from the Association of Lat 
bor Health Administrators to the 
American Labor Health Associa- 
tion at their annual convention 
here. 

Membership, formerly restricted 
to administrators of labor health 
centers, is now open to all those 
who are associated with a union 
which has a health plan. This in- 
cludes consultants and health edu- 
cators who subscribe to the asso- 
ciation’s objectives. 

_ Dr. Morsis Brand, medical direc- 


“tor of the Sidney Hillman Health 


Center in New York and medical 
columnist for the AFL-CIO News, 
was reelected president. Isador 
Melamed, executive director of 
Philadelphia's AFL Medical Serv- 
ice Plan, was elected vice presi- 
dent, succeeding Dr. Frank Guidot- 
ti, medical director of the Hotel 


“Trades Health Center, New York, 


who became a member of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 


sey labor united in one organiza- 
tion, but declared it would not 
compromise these principles in any 
negotiated agreement with the state 
federation of labor. 

Earlier, a report issued by the 
council’s officers cited five points 
of disagreement as among the ma- 
jor unresolved issues preventing 
merger. 

These were listed as the per cap- 
ita tax structure, the composition 
of the executive board, officer and 
personnel representation, voting 
strength of affiliates, and the role 
of political action in the merged 
organization. 

Council Pres. Paul Krebs ex- 
pressed the hope that merger could 
be effected before the AFL-CIO 
convention opens here Dec. 5. 

Gov. Robert B. Meyner (D.), in 
a telegram to the convention, ac- 
knowledged “freely and-gratefully” 
the election aid given him by the 
CIO group in the last election. 
Three members of the CIO coun- 
cil who were elected to the first 
Democratic state Assembly in 20 


UAW Leader to Head 
Mich. Labor Dept. 


v. G. Mennen 
Williams (D) has named Rus- 
sell White, veteran official of 
the Auto Workers, as head of 
the Michigan Labor Dept. 


years pledged their full support of 
the state CIO legislative program. 
They are George Miller, of the 
Communications Workers;. Frank 
E. Meloni of the Retail & Whole- 
sale Workers, and Richard M. 
Lynch of the Electrical, Radio & 
Machine Workers. 

A resolution on the council’s leg- 
islative program listed as a major 
demand the extension of unemploy- 
ment benefits to strikers after four 
weeks, This issue became a major 
issue in the recent gubernatorial 
campaign when his Republican op- 
ponent denounced Meyner for sup- 
porting it. At present strikers are 
disqualified from all unemployment 
benefits. 

The 1,000 delegates also re- 
elected the three administrative of- 
ficers to serve until the council 
passes out of existence. Besides 
Krebs, these include Sec.-Treas. 
Victor D. Leonardis and Executive 


California IUC Opens| 
Drive on La bor Foes. « 


Long Beach, | Calif. se counter-offensive against threats of anti- 
labor, anti-democratic ‘right-to-free ride’ legislation dominated the 
eighth—and last—annual convention of the ClO-California Indus. 
trial Union Council, attended by more than 500 delegates. 

Speaker after speaker—headed by Atty. Gen. Edmund G. (Pat). 


Brown (D.), candidate for gov- 
ernor—tore into the “right-to-| the 
wreck” proposals being pushed by 
GOP Sen. William Knowland whe 
hopes to parlay a bid for the gover- 


i| norship into a grab for the White 


House. 


Plan Education Program 

While intense consideration of 
the ‘wreck’ threat, and counter- 
measures to meet it, proved to be 
the major activity of the conven- 
tion, delegates also gave sober at- 
tention to the adoption of policy 
and program resolutions, election 
of officers, and reports on merger 
problems. 

The conclave was opened by 
Daniel V. Flanagan, AFL-CIO 
Director, Region 22, temporary 
chairman. In turning the gavel 
over to Manuel Dias, council 
president, Flanagan set the tone 
of the convention with a warning 
that “our enemies are moving in 
with ‘right-to-work’ laws because 
they think we are out of condi- 
tion. Our enemies like Sen. 
Knowland . . . think we can be 
pushed around without any vigor- 
ous defense on our part.” Flan- 
gan called for an education pro- 
gram that would make clear to 
all union members the danger of 
‘wreck’ laws. 

Brown ripped into his Republi- 
can opponent with the charge that 
Knowland is making a “calculated 
call to class warfare, tragically and 
strangely enough made during a 
period of real labor-management 
peace.” 

Brown‘ said the state’s senior 
senator was using the “wreck” issue 
as “bits of bombast” and a “slick 
slogan for a sly senator apparently 
willing, under the pressure of his 
own ambition, to try to divide our 
state and disrupt our economy.” 

“Whye i is he suddenly the bull 
pawing the ground and snorting 
about labor when he has given it 
only the back of his hand during 
his two terms in the Senate?”, 
Brown asked. 


Warns Convention 
Richard T. Leonard, administra- 
tive assistant to Walter P. Reuther, 
president, AFL-CIO Industrial Un- 
ion Dept., warned the convention 
that the “Madison Avenue boys” 
are attempting to condition the pub- 
lic “that it is time to weaken or 
destroy the American labor move- 
ment.” 


Vice Pres. Joel Jacobson. 


Leonard, known affectionately as 


Leather Workers Back 
Labor’s Clean-Up Drive 


New York—Sizable gains in membership and financial stability 
were reported to the 50 delegates of the Leather Workers at the 
second biennial convention. “Richard B. O’Keefe of Peabody, Mass., 


won re-election for another term’ 


against token opposition. Re-elect- 
ed with him were Vice Pres. Rich- 
ard K. Stapleton and Sec.-Treas. 
Joseph A. Duffy. 

A resolution adopted in the four- 
day convention called upon the of- 
ficers “to lend maximum support 
to the constructive efforts of Pres. 
Meany and the Executive Council 
to conduct the AFL-CIO on a high 
plane in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Ethical Practices 
Codes.” 

The LWIU was the last union to 
be chartered by the former CIO, 
having been set up only two weeks 
before the national merger after 
functionirfg as an organizing com- 
mittee since the 1954 convention. 
Most of its 12,000 members are in 


locals which seceded from the for- 
mer Fur & Leather Workers Union. 


Another resolution recognized 
the historic opposition of the 


tional communism and called on 
the U.S. government to initiate 
without delay a program for ex- 
pansion and revision of the edu- 
cational system to provide for 
greater scientific training, a mani- 
feld strengthening of the defense 
of the U.S. and its allies and 
prompt extension of civic and 
economic rights to all Ameri¢ans, 


Delegates voted an increase in 
the per capita payments from $1.25 
to $1.40 a month subject to rati- 
fication by the membership. They 
also approved several minor con- 


stitutional changes. 


US. labor movement to interna-— 


“godfather” of the State clo 
Council, because he was_ assigned 
by the late CIO Executive Vice 
Pres. Allan S. Haywood to chair the 
re-organizing convention in 1950, 
asked for harmony between the 
State CIO and State AFL in work- 
ing out a merger. 

Dias and John A. Despol, 
council secretary-treasurer, re- 
ported on specific points of dis- 
cussion between the two state 
groups in merger talks. They ex- 
pressed hope a negotiated agree- 
ment could be reached at talks 
scheduled for the week-end fol- 
lowing the convention. Dias and 
Despol were both returned to of- 
fice without opposition. 

State AFL leaders, Thomas Pitts, 
president, and C. J. Haggerty, sec- 
retary-treasurer, were given stand- 
ing ovations by the delegates fol- 
lowing talks on the third day.: 

Haggerty said-Californians were 
denied the right to select a Repub- 
lican candidate by a “power-hun- 
gry, wealthy group” trying to de- 
stroy labor peace in the state. He 
rapped the “arrogant, intolerant, 
vicious machine” which yanked 
Gov, Goodwin J. Knight out of the 
race by drying up his financial 
support, 


Labor Press 
Parley Blasts 
Sen. + Sain sie 


San Diego, Calif —U.S. Sen. Wil- 
liam F. Knowland and the 
to-work” campaign he’s spearhead- 
ing in his drive for the governor's 


guests when a hundred editors and 
publishers of California’s labor 
press met here for their eighth an- 
nual conference. 

The “right-to-work” issue, along 
with the senator’s seven-point pro- 
gram for what he calls “democracy 
in unions,” dominated the two-day 
session along with these other 


“| themes: 


* Labor is “losing the battle for 
the attention and time of (its) mem- 


the slick magazine, to TV and ra- 
dio.”—-Gordon. Cole, president of 
the Intl. Labor Press Association. 
“Labor has no choice but to fight 
inthe political arena or it stands 
to lose what it has gained in its eco- 
nomic contracts.”—Currin Shields, 
associate professor of political sci- 


Los Angeles. 

Labor needs “boxing gloves, not 
kid gloves,” backed by the “h “unity 
of all labor” to stave off the “right- 
to-work” attack.—E. M. Weston, 
president, Washington State Labor 
Council. 

Labor is being made the butt of a 
well-planned campaign to establish 
price stability as a major economic 
goal, at the expense of full employ- 
ment and economic growth.—Dr. 
Melvin Rothbaum, Institute of In- 
dustrial Relations, UCLA. 

Better than half of the gains 
made through full exiploymeat asd and 
trade union action “goes down the 
drain” as a result of industry’s de- 
liberate policy of “creative obsoles- 
cence” based on deterioration of 
the product and the “ladies hat” 
practices of changing styles——Mrs. 
Mildred Brady, consumer econom- 
ics consultant. 


“the cost of neglected communica- 
tions was already beginning to show 
up when Congress passed the Taft- 
Hartley .Act. The cost is now 
mounting as the distorted headlines 
from the McClellan hearings stand 


unchallenged and unexplained.” 


Cole told the conference that | 


' 
i 


“right- “ 


chair were the uninvited but audible . 


bers to the commercial newspapers, - 


ence, University of California at | 
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: ; Labor Asks Only ‘Fair Shake’ 
Tells AP Editors 


New Orleans—All labor asks from the daily press is a “fair shake,” Railway Clerks Pres. George M. 


a 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 195. 


Warrison 


fsrrison told the Associated Press 
wir shake.” 


Both in reporting hearings of the McClellan Senate committee and in handling news of wage rises 
{ price increases, he charged, newspapers take the attitude that stories about misdeeds by business- 


Managing Editors convention here, and “I don’t think we’ve had a 


m are not as “juicy” as those? 
wut labor.” 

“We don’t believe that stories 
put crooked men in the labor 
id should. be buried in the back 
the paper,” Harrison said. “They 
guld be printed and they should 
given prominence,” 


Denials by Editors. 
All unions ask, he said, is that 


ou save a little space for the oth- 
fellows.” 


sters on the Portland and Seattle 
stories.” 


~own union paper, The Railway 


upon the activities of Shefferman 
until the public had been made 
aware of his practices.” 

Newspapers generally, he assert- 
ed, have failed to “point out that 
dishonesty and racketeering re- 
vealed‘ before the committee have 
involved just as many businessmen 
as labor leaders—that for every la- 
bor leader who took a bribe or a 
kickback there was a businessman 


With the exception of the New 
York Times, -he said, only his 
ERS RAS 
Clerk, quoted Sen. John L. Mec- ATL 
Clellan’s charge that testimony 
before the Senate committee “re- 
flect great discredit on some busi- 
mess firms. . . . Many did not 
choose to repudiate or even frown 


A panel of editors followed Har- 
yon’s speech with denials that 
wspapers were guilty of “slant- 
g” or of “underplaying” news 
out wrongdoing by businessmen. 
Harrison, a member of both 
the AFL-CIO Executive Com- 
nittee and the Ethical Practices 
Committee, supported his accusa- 
fons with examples of press fail- 
we to display prominently news 
shout businessmen’s inflationary 
price rises and businessmen’s 
bribery or law violations. 
He cited one newspaper story 
bout an automobile dealer “who 
nt to another reputable dealer” 
nd was told to get “in touch with 
ate (Nathan W.) Shefferman (Chi- 
© ‘labor relations consultant’)” 
nd thus prevented worker organ- 
ation. 
“What did the headline say?” he 
ed. “It said, ‘Teamster Bosses 
t Thousands, Labor Halts Row, 
wnate Hears.’ ” 
“That headline gets out into right 
Id to find something bad to say 
bout labor,”, he charged. “Here’s 
dealer who went around looking 
lor someone to seduce him—and he 
ot what he. was looking for.” 


Offers Contrast 

“There was a nice ‘juicy’ story,” 
teminded the editors, “about 
‘Meneral Electrical salesmen who 
provided ‘call girls’ for big buyers 
‘Ibf appliances. It slipped by most 
papers and the ones that did run it 
put a ‘boys will be boys’ sort of 
label on it.” 
“Contrast this,” he challenged, 
with the treatment given the Team- 


Committee 
To Consider 


Bribe Case 


The 11-member executive com- 
mittee of the Masters, Mates & 
Pilots will meet Dec. 2 in Washing- 
ton to consider the case of Pres. 
James T. Atkins who was convicted 
of bribe-taking by a New York City 
court. 

Peter M. McGavin, assistant to 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, has 
been requested to attend the meet- 
ing. 

Atkins, a resident of Saddle 
River, N. J., and head of Local 88 


patcher for Local 88. 


tach pending sentencing Jan. 8. 


berth for three months. Then 


Jewelry Union 
Investigation 
Continuing | 


the Intl. Jewelry Workers Union, 
under orders from AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany to clean its house, 
were continuing as the AFL-CIO 
News went to press. 


who gave it.’ 


In handling the story of inflation, 
Harrison said, newspapers have | 
failed adequately to emphasize | 
three major points. These he listed | 
as “the worker’s right to be paid. 
in when he produces more; the | 
increasing tendency of business to | 
jack up prices to pay for plant ex- 
pansion out of profits; the control 
the bankers are regaining on the 
U.S. Treasury” under Pres. Eisen- 
hower. 

One million rail workers today 
“move four times the freight they 
moved in 1900—and they do it on 
a 40-hour week instead of a 60- 


Investigation of charges against 


HUMAN RIGHTS DAY poster contributed by the AFL-CIO to 
stimulate observance of the day on Dec. 10 is shown above. The 
day marks the 10th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations General 


The IJWU was earlier accused by 


Meany of 53 separate examples of 
gross exploitation of Puerto Rican 
and other minority-group workers 
in the New York City area. 
The AFL-CIO committee, head- 
ed by James C. Quinn of the Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Council and 
Morris Iushewitz of the Industrial 
Union Council, filed a report on 


hour week,” he declared. 


in industry have gone up two per- 
cent but wholesale industrial prices 
have gone up 11 percent,” he said. 


Assembly. 


In the past five years “labor costs 


2 Distillery 


“Something has happened to 
the law of supply and demand. A 
Sales of steel and autos have gone (Continued from Page 1) 


He said he would recommend 


Factions 


Fighting for Control 


pended a few weeks before, argued 


the union’s replies. Eugene P.| down yet prices still go up. Giant there was no provision for a secret 


that 


in New York City as well as inter- 
national president of the union,was 
convicted of taking a $100 bribe 
ftom a union member to get him a 
job on a ship. Found guilty with 
Atkins was Lee Harlow, a des- 


Judge Mitchell D. Schweitzer 
continued the pair in $5,000 bail 


They are liable to imprisonment 
“|for up to three years on each 


Complaint of James J. Sullivan who 
said he had been unable to find a 


after paying the $100 he got a third 
mate’s berth at once. The passing 
of the money was observed by 
detectives and a tape recording of 
the transaction was played to the 


Moats, assistant to Meany, is serv- 
ing in a liaison capacity with the 
committee. 


Brooklyn Eagle 


Review Denied 


A review of a decision requiring 
the defunct Brooklyn Eagle to ar- 
bitrate severance pay and other is- 
sues under its contract with the 
New York Newspaper Guild has 
been denied by the Supreme Court. 
The newspaper, which went out 
of business during a strike in 1955, 
had appealed a New York State 
Court of Appeals ruling on the 
ground that federal courts have ex- 
clusive jurisdiction over labor dis- 
putes under the Taft-Hartley Act. 
The litigation grew out of the 
guild’s demand that severance, ac- 
crued vacation, overtime, holiday 
and dismissal. notice pay be given 


corporations have the ability to 
control prices because they con- 
trol our basic commodities,” he 
said. 

These facts and the rising inter- 
est rates sponsored by bankers who 
advise the government are not cov- 
ered by the press, he charged. 
“Tell about the men who charge 
too much for their product; about 
the bankers who charge too much 
for their money,” he urged. “They 
will be the culprits if we have an- 
other depression, not the man who 
takes home a small paycheck each 
week which just about covers the 
cost of his food, his rent and his 
clothing.” 

“We are determined to do a 
clean-up job in the House of Labor 
and to fight against inflation,” he 
said. “Will businessmen stop profit- 
eering and eliminate corruption” in 
their own ranks? 

“I hope they will act in the pub- 


strikers when the paper folded. 


lic interest.” 


Merger of Massachusetts Labor 
Bogs Down Over. Key Positions 


Boston—Hope for early merger by Masschusetts’ 600,000 AFL-CIO unionists dimmed when a 
special one-day convention of the federation of labor was told negotiations leading to mearger 
appear deadlocked. The convention had been planned as a merger session but unity talks bogged 


war in this union.” 


O’Neill, Oneto, Mortimer 
Brandenberg of New York, Mabel 
Lutherbeck of Chicago and several 
others be barred from holding office 
in the union in the future. 

The storm broke when McGavin 
announced the AFL-CIO directive 
that voting would be by secret bal- 
lot and by delegate strength. Mc- 
Gavin was cursed and called a 
“Hitler,” “dictator” and other epi- 
thets. He repeatedly denied a mo- 
tion by Brandenburg to adjourn 
the convention “so we can appeal 
your decisions to the AFL-CIO.” 
He gaveled down speakers who 
charged him with “fomenting civil 


Meany Sends Message 

O'Neill regretted that he had 
submitted his resignation, he said, 
adding that “my father, my uncle 
and all of my family have been 
officials of this union.” Oneto, who 
previously had “suspended” his 
president and in turn been sus- 


in the merged set-up. The state 
AFL-CIO central bodies each 
wanted their own candidate to head 
the unified body. The groups also 
divided on the apportionment of the 
27 vice presidencies already agreed 
upon. 
Situation Complicated 

‘MSFL Pres. John A. Callahan 
reported on the 18 months of mer- 
ger talks and presented the demands 
made by each group. “We aren’t 


going to take the smallest part of 
re, accepting a bribe and con-| 1. pie since we have 50,000 more 
They were arrested a year ago on| members than the state CIO,” he 


said. 

The situation became further 
complicated when delegates from 
the building trades won adoption 
of an anti-merger resolution until 
jurisdictional disputes between 
the craft and the industrial un- 
ions have been settled. 


jury during the five-day trial. 


Delegates voted to apprise 


over distribution of the key posts® 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
of the stalemate that has devel- 
oped in merger talks. 

Callahan reported the federation 
wants both the president’s and sec- 
retary-treasurer’s posts. The CIO 
wants the presidency on a part-time 
basis and the secretary-treasurer’s 
job divorced from that o legisla- 
tive agent. 

The AFL also wants 16 of the 
vice presidencies, the CIO has 
argued the 27 posts should be split 
14-13 with the edge going to the 
AFL. There is agreement on two 
part-time executive vice presidents. 

Also agreed upon is that the 31- 
member executive council should 
name the four department heads, 
one of whom would be from the 
AFL and the rest from the CIO. — 


Morse Chides ‘Chins-Up’ 
Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Oreg.) 


M 


Gompers memorial dinner that 
“having him (Eisenhower) under- 
take the Presidency .as a full-time 
job is an experiment that has not 
been tried during his almost five 
years in the White House.” 

The Oregon senator charged that 
the military threat from the Red 
sputniks is new only in the sense 
that the U.S. people now know 
about it. “The evidence is,” Morse 
charged, “that the Administration 
had information on the Soviet tests 
for at least two years.” 

He derided recent Eisenhower 
“chins-up” speeches with the re- 
mark, “the American people 
need something besides coast-to- 
coast bedtime stories.” 

Morse demanded “responsible 
criticism” of the Administration “so 
the President and his aides will stick 
to the public’s business which the 
urgency our national problems in- 


ballot in the union constitution and 
only two instances of roll call votes 
in the union’s 17-year history. He 
called the AFL-CIO directives “un- 
democratic and un-American.” 
McKiernan said his CCA would 
move immediately to name a sub- 
committee to appeal their case to 
the Executive Council and take 
steps to protect and preserve the 
union funds. 

Meany sent a message to the 
convention’s opening session in 
which he said he would not “pull 
any punches.” The convention, 
he said, “is called for one pur- 
pose and one purpose only. It is 
called to give the rank and file 
members an opportunity to clean 
house.” 

Meany cited the reports of the 
Douglas Committee and the 
AFL-CIO Ethical Practices Com- 
mittee and said they showed 
“your union has been dominated, 
controlled and substantially in- 
fluenced by corrupt influences.” 

Disclosures before his committee 


led Sen. Paul Douglas (D-Ill.) to 


call the handling of the union’s 
health and welfare funds “one of 
the most shocking cases” it had 
discovered. “I can find no other 
interpretation than that these funds 
are being looted by officials of the 
fund, who seem to be very power- 
ful figures inside the union it- 
Oo Sacre 

McGavin told the convention he 
recommended adoption of the Ethi- 
cal Practices Codes by the interna- 
tional and its subordinate bodies, 
establishment of active research, 
education, publications ard organi- 
zation departments, modification of 
the union constitution to bring it 
into compliance with the AFL-CIO 
constitution and the barring of any 
international union official from 
drawing salaries from local unions 
or welfare funds. 

McKiernan said the temporary 
officers of the CCA included Vic- 
tor Bryan and Alfred Franz, Balti- 
more; Harry Jarbeau and Hobart 
Autterson of Lawrenceburg, Ind.; 
Charles R. Owen, Louisville; Peter 
Geiswein, Windsor, Ont.; Paul Rail- 
ney, Cincinnati; Leonard Smith, 
Frankfort, Ky., and Neil Shubick, 


told the delegates at the Samuel 


volve.” 


Muscatine, Ia. 
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Meany Asks Tax Change to Halt Decline ; 


Worker Buying Power Sags; 
Mitchell Sees Jobless Rise 


(Continued from Page 1) 
“Tax adjustments, with particular 
emphasis on tax cuts for lower 
and middle income individuals, 
are necessary to strengthen con- 
sumer buying power.” 

With 15 to 20 percent or more 
of the country’s productive capacity 
idle, Meany said, there is a “spread- 
ing lack of balance” between the 
economy’s ability to produce and 
its ability to consume. 

Production, employment, work- 
ing hours, personal income and buy- 
ing power after taxes have declined, 
he noted, while unemployment com- 
pensation claims are 40 percent 
higher than a year ago. 


Offers Suggestions 

“A change of monetary policy is 
not enough in itself to halt slipping 
output, employment and incomes 
and to improve the relationship be- 
tween the ability to produce and 
ability to consume,” he asserted. 

He maintained that “long-neg- 
lected” federal public service and 
social welfare programs should 
be started as soon as possible— 
aid to education, help for chron- 
ically distressed ‘areas, public 
housing for low-income families 
and stimulation of cooperative 
housing construction for middle- 
income families. 

“These and similar efforts are 
needed,” Meany claimed, “to re- 
verse the drift of economic activi- 
ties. They are essential to strength- 
en American society- 


Tax Hike Unnecessary 
“There is no need for increased 
income taxes to meet the larger ex- 

penditures now contemplated. At 
least $5 billion tax-revenue can be 
raised if the special tax privileges 


are eliminated. An equitable, tax | 


structure is essential if the nation is 
to meet its military and public serv- 
ice needs, as well as its financial 
obligations, in a fair and just man- 
ner.’ 

The end of the 13-month climb 
in the cost of living, the BLS re- 
port showed, was largely attribu- 
table to a seasonal drop in food 
prices as harvests flooded the mar- 
kets. They declined by one-half 
of one percent, enough to offset 
increases in housing, apparel, med- 
ical and personal care, reading and 
recreation, and other goods and 
services. 

Fransportation was the only 
other component. in the index to 
show a drop. Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics Ewan Clague said 
this reflected further increases in 
discounts on 1957 model autos, and 


the fact that 1958 models did not 
reach the market until November. 
The 121.1 index reading was 2.9 


percent higher than in October} . 


1956. 

The fact that it didn’t move 
upward for the first three-month 
period since March 1956 meant 
that members of the Auto Work- 
ers covered by escalator clauses 
in the auto industry failed to re- 
ceive a cost of living increase. 
However, about 200,000 farm 
equipment and aircraft workers 
are entitled to small pay raises, 
generally 1 cent an hour. 

The Auto Workers observed in 


a statement that “it is unfortunate | © 


that the continued rise in prices has 


| finally been brought,to a halt—if it 


has been—only because of what is 
now widely recognized as the onset 
of an economic recession.” 

The union renewed its plea for 
a congressional investigation of 
price increases, and urged federal 
action under the Employment Act 
of 1946 to head off “higher levels 
of unemployment.” 

Earnings Drop 

Spendable weekly earnings of 
factory workers dropped in October 
as. the work week declined by.a 
full 30 minutes. A worker with 
three dependents could spend 
$74.78, compared with $75.63 in 
September and $75.03 in October 
1956. One with no dependents re- 
ceived $67.38, compared with 
$68.22 the previous month and 
$67.62 a year earlier. 

The drop in take-home pay, 
coupled with rising prices, cut 
purchasing power by one percent 
from October and 3 percent in a. 
year. The BLS ‘index of “real” 
spendable earnings was 119.5 for 
a worker with three dependents 
and 120.9 for one with no de- 
pendents. Despite all the wage 
increases since, the reading was 
lower than October 1955, when 
it was 121.3 for the workers with 
three dependents and 122.4 for 
the one with none. 

The levelling off—however per- 
manent it may be—in the cost of 
living bore out a prediction by 
Sec. of Labor James P. Mitchell, 
who ‘said that while there may be 
seasonal fluctuations, “all signs 
point to an end to the persistent 
rise.’ 

However, he told a press con- 
ference in Washington that unem- 
ployment, currently about 2.5 mil- 
lion, will rise early next year but 
would not be “serious.” He would 
not concede that the country is 
entering a recession. 


Canada Labor Urges 


Emergency 


Job Action 


Ottawa, Ont.—At least 500,000 Canadians will be unemployed 
at the seasonal peak in March unless the government moves quickly, 
the Canadian Labor Congress predicted in a call for emergency 


action. 

At a meeting with the federal 
cabinet in October, CLC leaders 
warned that the number of jobless 
might reach as high as 450,000 per- 
sons, and the number of applicants 
at employment offices rise to 700,- 
000. The forecast was based on 
October figures showing 208,000 
unemployed, more than double the 
98,000 without work in October 
1956. 

The new prediction was based 
on figures for Nov. 7, which showed 
327,389 men and women registered 


at National Employment Service|: 


offices, compared with 188,362 on 
Nov. 8, 1956. 

“It now seems obvious that our 
estimates were low,” said. CLC 
Pres. Claude Jodoin. “The new 
figures confirm our fears tHat un- 


~ 


employment this winter may be the 
worst since the war. 

“If this trend continues there 
will be at least half a million peo- 
ple without jobs by March, which 
is more than one in every 10 work- 
ers. There will be at least 750,000 
persons registered at employment 
service offices, which is one of ev- 
ery seven workers.” 

Jodoin said the steps the govern- 
ment has already taken to meet the 
situation may not yield “substantial 
results” until spring. 

He called for an immediate pro- 
gram that would substantially in- 
crease unemployment insurance 
benefits and give aid to unemployed 
immigrants, and provide for recon- 
sideration of the “inadequacy” of 
national public assistance. 
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‘We'll Swamp ’em, Coach’ 
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Hoffa Admits Agents’ 
Meetings Were Bugged 


New York—James R. Hoffa’s defense counsel conceded in U.S. 
District Court here that the president-elect of the Teamsters had 


| eavesdropped on the union’s business agents—but insisted it was 


all done legally. 


The admission was made by de- 
fense attorney Sol Gelb as trial of 
Hoffa. and.-two _co-defendants— 


Bernat, Brennan, president of 
Teamsters Local 337 in Detroit, 


and Bernard Spindel, a professional 
wire tapper—opened before U.S. 
Judge Frederick Van Pelt Bryan. 
Conspiracy Charged 

The three are charged with con- 
spiracy to tap telephone wires, with 
the indictment listing 16 overt acts 
allegedly committed between 1953 
and 1957. U.S. Attorney Paul W. 
Williams said the government 
would proceed to prove that Hoffa 
and Brennan paid Spindel $8,450 
to tap the wires of union subordi- 
nates. 


In his opening statement to the 
jury of five women and seven 
men, Gelb admitted Hoffa had 
hired Spindel and paid him the 
$8,450. for work done in 1953. 
But instead of the payment being 
for wire tapping, the defense 
counsel insisted, it was for put- 
ting a microphone into a room 
at Teamsters Joint Council Head- 
quarters.in Detroit. 

The room, he said, was used by 
business agents for Local 299, of 
which Hoffa is president. The mi- 
crophones were wired to a receiver 
in the office Hoffa shared with 
Brennan, Gelb said, so that the two 
union officers could listen in on the 
business agents’ conversations. 

Defense counsel maintained the 
action had been taken after a one- 
man Detroit County grand jury, 
probing alleged labor racketeering, 
had accused some Teamster busi- 
ness agents of crooked dealings. 


Phones Already Tapped 

It was the defense contention 
that the so-called “bugging” of the 
room did not violate the federal 
law since it had nothing to do with 
the telephones. In fact, said Gelb, 
Spindel told Hoffa, on the occasion 
of their first meeting, that Hoffa’s 
phones already were tapped. Gelb 
did not elaborate on this statement. 

First prosecution witnesses were 
John O. Graham of Silver Spring, 
Md., chief clerk ‘of the House 
Committee on Education and La- 


Then, and FBI agent Terence F. 
McShane. 

Graham, whose committee 
subpoenaed Hoffa for. hearings in 
beth June and November. 1953, 
accused Hoffa and Brennan of 
having hired Spindel to tap tele- 
phones in the Teamster - head- 
quarters in Detroit in an effort 
to learn what the business agents 
had told committee investigators. 

McShane quoted Spindel as hav- 
ing said he went to Detroit to meet 
Hoffa on the advice of his close 
friend, John DioGuardi (racketeer 
Johnny Dio). 

Opening of the trial was stalled 
by the slow process of selecting the 
jury, plus three alternate jurors— 
two women and a man. Judge 
Bryan excused 28 prospective 
jurors on the grounds of prejudice 
before the jury was chosen. 


Dave Beck, Jr. 
Will Appeal 


e. e « 
His Conviction 

Seattle—Dave Beck, Jr., son of 
lame-duck Pres. Dave Beck of the 
Teamsters Union, said he would 
appeal to the higher courts his con- 
viction of stealing $4,300 received 
from the sale of two union-owned 
Cadillacs. 

Sentence of Beck, Jr. was de- 
ferred by Superior Judge George H. 
Revelle. Maximum penalty on each 
of two counts of grand larceny i8 
15 years in prison. 

Beck, Jr., told the jury that he 
sold the cars on the direction of, 
and transferred the proceeds to, 
his father. Beck, Sr., testifying in 
his son’s defense, said he gave the 
money, plus $1,900 obtained from 
sale of a third union-owned car, to 
Fred Verschueren, Jr., a bookkeep- 
er. He said the funds were still in 
a union vault. 

Both Becks invoked the Fifth 
Amendment against self-incrimina- 
tion when they were asked about 
the automobile deals by the Senate 
special Senate committee in Wash- 
ington. 

Beck, Sr., faces trial on a lar- 
ceny indictment involving the trans- 
actions beginning Dec. 2. 


Bakers Will 
Be Granted 
Hearings 


(Continued from Page 1) _ 

Meany turned down the lati 
request, pointing out that the coy 
cil meeting of Dec. 4 will deal 
“final arrangements” for the coj 
vention and that its schedule wi 
not allow the Bakery Workers 
“further hearing” on the charge 
and findings previously processed) 

Unfavorable Response 

The charges have already begqi 
processed through the Ethical Prag. 
tices Committee, Meany said, and 
findings were made Oct. 25 afte 
the union had been given a “fur. 
ther hearing.” Suspension was oF 
dered Nov. 15, he wrote Olson, ig 
accordance with the council deg. 
sion after the Bakery Workers “had 
not responded favorably” to the di 


-|rective ordering the reinstatement 


of Sims and acceptance of a special 
election to choose a new president 
to replace James G. Cross. 

Meany said his letter to Olson 
was intended to serve both as a 
reply to the acting secretary-treas. 
urer’s requests and to a telegram 
from Cross asking notice of a time 
and place for a convention hearing. 


The AFL-CIO president fur 
ther agreed with Olson’s “sugges- 
tion” that he meet personally 
with a committee of the Bakery 
Workers executive board “to dis- 
cuss what you refer to as—our 


mutual problems.” He attached 
LS-08-1T : 
LIBRARY OF PUB 
AFFAIRS 
Fe erate ty OF 
ARAMIE WYO 
SOUP 


a proviso that “this committee 
will not include the president of 
your organization (Cross).” 
Cross and the union board ac 
cepted these terms and Meany met 
with a four-member Bakery Work- 
ers committee Noy. 27, Members 
named to the committee by Cross, 
all vice presidents, were John Reid 
of Toronto, Robert Hart of Bel 
mont, Mass., Lester Crawford of 
Washington, James Landriscina of 
New York. 


In a “fact. sheet” which he 
termed “No. 1 in a series,” Cross 
told his membership that the Bak- 
ery Workers board had agreed to 
a special convention of the union 
as directed by the AFL-CIO, but 
turned down the reinstatement of 
Sims and agreement by Cross not to 
run for re-election to the presi 
dency. 

Cross announced that a. special 
convention of the union, at which 
he said he would seek re-election, 
would be held Mar. 3-5 in Cincin- 
nati. * 

Sims and four vice presidents, 
under the chairmanship of Daniel 
E. Conway, announced a meeting 
Dec. 6 in Atlantic City of delegates 
from locals desiring full compliance 
with AFL-CIO directives. 

Despite the shortness of time t0 
arrange mechanics, Conway said, 
the response from Bakery Worker$ 
locals has been “most gratifying 
and most enthusiastic.” 
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